
SIR OLIVER MOWAT COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
Minutes of School Council Meeting 

Tuesday October 25, 2016 
 

 
 
 
1. Welcome & Introductions   
 
Vania Sakelaris chaired the meeting and participants introduced themselves. 
 

 
2. Approval of Minutes & Agenda 
 
Minutes were moved and approved as circulated. 
 
 

3. New Business Arising from Minutes 

 
None noted. 
 

 
4. Principal’s Report 
 
In keeping with the great sports results reported for last year, already this season, two 
city championships have been earned by the junior and senior girls’ rugby teams. 
 
a)  OSSLT (Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test)  
 
Anthony provided some background re Mowat and the OSSLT – the online version was 
first declined because of Mowat’s older infrastructure. Two weeks before the test date, 
the board highly encouraged it to be written online. The English department was required 
to handle all the logistics (computers, special accommodations) and it was considered to 
be a trial version. An IT person from the TDSB was on site for the day. About 85-90% of 
the first group of students were able to start, and it went well until approximately 11am 
when the ministry requested that it be shut down because of a problem on their end.  
IEP students did not finish at all. Some second time eligible students finished and some 
first time students finished, but the first time students that were scheduled to start in the 
afternoon were not able to.  Further updates regarding next steps to follow based on 
information to be provided by the TDSB. 
 
b) New Computer Lab 
 
Due to the existing computer labs being solidly booked with classes (two classes can be 
accommodated at once), there is a need for augmenting access for students. 
The board allocates money to schools for computers based on them having a four year 
life span, and the Principal adds money from the school budget to replace or refurbish 
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(35-50 per year). Suggestions for a new lab location include the back wall of the library 
(which has existing electrical already), the mezzanine in the library (without electrical). 
The cost could range from ~ 10K up to ~30K on the high end. Options to fundraise for 
this were discussed (something that would not impact Christmas Cheer efforts). In lieu of 
some repeating some past fundraising efforts, it was suggested that a letter home to 
parents asking for a donation might be a better option. 
 
The School Cash Online (schoolcashonline.com) option for payment was discussed 
(donate button), as well as some of the details of it (3% additional fee). 
 
c) Wellness 
 
Wednesday’s twenty minute DEAR time will instead be incorporated into Wellness 
Wednesday, with twenty minute activities to support student and staff well-being. (e.g. 
sleep at desk, music, catch up on some homework, breathing exercises). A continued 
focus is coping strategies for students. 
 
The new TDSB Director requested each school come up with three school goals, and in 
three specific areas. 
 
Mowat’s are: 

1. Achievement – To increase achievement amongst students pursuing a 
College/Apprenticeship/Workplace Pathway. 
 

2. Well-being – To increase well-being through initiatives which inspire, nurture, 
and empower all members of the Mowat community. 
 

3. Equity – To cultivate a strong sense of belonging by increasing school-wide 
cultural awareness while simultaneously improving achievement amongst 
marginalized students. 

 
Mowat is on target for November 14th for the launch of live student progress 
communication via Teach Assist. Reminder - email address is required to participate. 
 
Mowapp has reached 1600 downloads (260 parents). 
 
The Breakfast Program (8:00 – 8:40am) is looking for more volunteers.   
 
 

5. Parent Reaching Out Grant 
 
The date has been changed to Wed. Nov 23rd 6:30-8:30 for the third annual Mental 
Health event for parents from Mowat and feeder schools.  Many confirmed participants 
from last year will return again.  Format will be meet and greet information available first 
in the cafeteria at 6:30pm, then presentations will start at ~ 7:15pm. 
 
Joseph Howe will host a similar parent information night re social media on Thurs. Nov. 
3rd, “How to Bulletproof Your Child”.  Flyer to be made available.  All are welcome. 
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6. School Statement of Needs 
 
As per previous years, Vania tabled a completed draft template, for discussion.  
Feedback was provided and will be incorporated into final version which is due to the 
TDSB by Oct. 31st. Support was confirmed to advance copy as circulated, incorporating 
the additional information provided. 
 
Pearl Andrews has generously volunteered to update the school council website. 
 
 

7. Semesters 
 
It was initially understood that parents wouldn’t have any say in a vote, and that a 
decision outcome would be up to staff.  
 
An information session regarding the decision arrived at by Administration to proceed 
with a semestering system is scheduled for Thurs. Oct. 27th at 6:30pm.  All parents are 
welcome.   Council members requested that information that supported the decision 
making process be shared with parents (pros and cons from both perspectives – moving 
to semesters versus maintaining the current system).   Clarify regarding the process 
used to arrive at the decision was also requested by the Council.  There were some 
concerns raised regarding the perception of a lack of transparency, and a change in 
process from that originally shared with the Council.  There was considerable discussion 
about confusion around who was consulted formally or informally and how the decision 
was made. 
 
Mr. Slighte wanted to clarify for the Council some of the details leading up to the 
semester decision from his perspective.  In 2015 OSSTF teachers at the time voted 63% 
against a semester system, and that more recently, over 12 teachers are not supportive 
of changing to a semestered system.  He indicated that he was bringing this information 
forward to parents at the request of his OSSTF colleagues. 
 
Anthony commented that by June 2016, conversations with departments indicated a vast 
majority of the 18 ACLs were in favour of moving forward with the semester system. 
 
Theodora Spyropoulos, ACL for history indicated that they were informed that the move 
to semesters was an operational decision made by the Board. 
 
Anthony confirmed that the final decision arrived at was made by Administration, in 
concert with the school trustee and superintendent, and was considered to be 
operational in nature, therefore not requiring a formal vote of any kind. 
 
 

8. New Business 
 
A notice from Hart House was received regarding matinee performances of their 
production of “Much Ado About Nothing” on Nov. 8th, 9th, and 15th, with tickets being $12 
for students. Contact 416 978-8849 or email uofttix.boxoffice@utoronto.ca. 
 

mailto:uofttix.boxoffice@utoronto.ca
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Spirit week will be next week with Tues. being a late start and a pyjama day. 
 
Mowat’s production of You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown will run Dec. 7th-10th and tickets 
will be available from students. 
 
There will be a pancake breakfast Tues Dec. 20th. 
 
9. Adjournment & Next Meeting 

 
Next meeting – Tues. Jan. 31st, 2017.   
 
It was noted that the November meeting was being cancelled given the hosting of the 
Mental Health and Wellness event.  December meeting was being cancelled due to the 
holidays. 
 
Future meeting dates: February 21st, April 25th, May 23rd, 2017. 
 
To request an item to be added to the next meeting’s agenda, all are welcome to forward 
via e-mail at mowat.council@gmail.com 

mailto:mowat.council@gmail.com

