
SIR OLIVER MOWAT COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
Minutes of School Council Meeting 

Tuesday April 15, 2014 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions   
 
Vania Sakelaris chaired the meeting. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes  
 
It was moved by Ralph and seconded by Tazmeen that the Minutes of the meeting of 
March 25, 2014 be approved.  No new items added to Agenda. 
 

3. Principal’s Report  
 
Anthony Hack discussed the draft 2014 – 2015 school year calendar for Mowat which is 
pending approval. The first day of school would start on September 2nd, and Xmas 
holidays would start December 22nd. 
 
The test run of the text bulletins has reportedly worked very well for those who enrolled.  
It has proved to be a good communication vehicle.  Weekly updates will continue to be 
sent out every Sunday.  Reminder that enrollment is voluntary.  Details regarding 
registration were included in the minutes of the last council meeting for those interested. 
It is proposed to be fully implemented for all who wish to participate starting next 
September.  Joseph Howe will likely set it up too. 
 
Greg Foulidis’ email communication launch regarding lateness and absences is also 
pending.  There has been an attempt to curb lateness – especially for those who arrive 
at school early but intentionally don’t make it to homeroom on time.  A policy of three 
lates with the same teacher results in a detention. Six lates would receive a phone call 
home, followed by a visit to the Vice Principal. 
 
The possibility of the modified school year calendar is still being investigated – the 
Superintendent is trying to determine the threshold of approval for it to go ahead. 
Would it require for example 60% or 70% approval from teachers/parents/staff to be 
allowed to be implemented, or what exactly would the criteria be? 
 
The issue of non TDSB wifi (teachers bringing their own modems into the classroom) 
was discussed – it can really cause problems for many schools and has in other 
instances. The TDSB checked the entire school and shut down any non TDSB modems. 
Anthony is checking with all departments to determine future requirements for routers or 
computers. 
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4. Environmental Impact of City Proposal 
 
Allan Elias of the Highland Creek Treatment Plant Neighbourhood Liaison Committee 
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=c6f48da78b151410VgnVCM10
000071d60f89RCRD gave a very interesting and important presentation which 
highlighted the need for community involvement in ensuring that the city effectively 
follows through with the best available option for the Highland Creek Sewage Treatment 
Plant. 
 
Allan provided some history and an overview of the current situation for the GTA and 
Highland Creek. (The four treatment plants in Toronto are Ashbridges Bay, Humber, 
North Toronto and Highland Creek). 
https://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=8d3cfe4eda8ae310VgnVCM1
0000071d60f89RCRD 
 
The Highland Creek plant has handled anything east of Victoria Park Ave, south of 
Steeles Ave and west of Pickering, since 1975. The plant was built in the 1950s and 
incinerators were used starting in 1975. The equipment is outdated and needs to be 
replaced. Long ago it was more feasible to give away biosolids to farmers than it is 
today.  
 
Environmental Assessment was done (three main steps – define problem, identify 
possible solutions, identify best solution) and eleven alternative solutions (including 
continuing on site, land application by trucking to farmers, landfill) resulted in a selected 
preferred solution. 
 
The selected preferred solution was on site thermal reduction with enhanced emission 
controls as it was agreeable to residents in the area, approved by experts, and approved 
by peer review. The benefits of incinerator upgrade include the lowest greenhouse gas 
emissions via a self-propelled, self-contained system, the lowest capital and operational 
costs, and the least negative impact on the community.  There were no objections to the 
final report in 2009 but City Council did not accept the solution and requested further 
studies. In June 2010 there was a tied vote at City Council – then one changed vote 
defeated the upgrade solution and the measure to support land spreading was passed. A 
public meeting was held and the community showed they were upset by protesting. 
Because the city did not follow the proper Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
the Ministry of the Environment intervened. The process has been delayed by 10 years. 
 
Concerns about trucking (landspreading) include traffic accidents and sludge spillage 
(see handout), odours from trucks, a 7km haul past schools etc. to the 401, higher 
greenhouse gas emissions, and environmental concerns of all landspreading sites being 
taken and Highland Creek waste instead going to landfill, and some food producers will 
not accept food grown on land spread farms). Currently an Environmental Assessment 
has been approved by the city to be carried out by the consulting firm CIMA with a 
contract completion date of December 2015. This will include at least two public 
meetings and surveys. This time the study will examine social, environmental, economic 
and health impact. The Highland Creek Treatment Plant Neighbourhood Liaison 
Committee will have a table with info available at the annual Waterfront Festival on 
Saturday June 21st, 2014. 
 

http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=c6f48da78b151410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=c6f48da78b151410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
https://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=8d3cfe4eda8ae310VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
https://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=8d3cfe4eda8ae310VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
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 5. Parent Engagement and Alignment with Mental Health Strategy 
 
Tazmeen highlighted a few points from the Children and Youth Mental Health and Well-
Being Strategy 2013 – 2017 based on her familiarity with it as a teacher with another 
school. 
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/elementary/docs/supportingyou/mentalhealthstrategydet
ails.pdf 
 
From the outline, Tazmeen noted that a similar question that ought to be included in our 
own student and/or parent survey related to establishing the areas of mental health that 
need to be focused on in the school. 
 
Falling under the “Actions” Component in the chart, Tazmeen noted the importance of 
developing a “caring adult” program in a school is something that can result in huge 
gains. The document “Supporting Minds: An Educator’s Guide to Promoting Students’ 
Mental Health and Well-being” is an important resource for teachers:  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/health.html 
 
Anthony commented on the status of the 7 or 8 member team at Mowat that has been 
working on an action plan to address awareness, well-being, intervention and prevention 
in hopes of being a school ahead of the game.  Specific topics for next year are anxiety, 
depression, and suicide. A presentation will be made to the entire staff in May, and then 
potentially to parents. 
 

6. Safe & Caring Schools 
 
Tazmeen discussed the student reporting line (Student Safety Line) 416 -395 - SAFE 
(7233) and the flyer was tabled: 
http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/portals/Kennedy/docs/studentsafetyline.pdf 
 
Instead of calling the number, an online report may be submitted instead: 
https://secure.tdsb.on.ca/survey/survey.asp?id=1104 
 
It was suggested that to help ensure parents are more aware of this it could be included 
in the information package distributed to students at the beginning of the school year. 
 

 
7. Correspondence 
 
No new correspondence was received nor tabled. 

 
8. New Business 
 
In response to an inquiry received by the Council from a member of the parent 
community, the school’s protocol with respect to fire drills was discussed.  Principal 
explained that all must vacate the school but admin and caretakers have specific duties 
(eg. check bathrooms) and they leave some time after everyone else. Protocol outlines 
that attendance is taken by teachers outside. There are six fire drills scheduled per 
school year.  

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/elementary/docs/supportingyou/mentalhealthstrategydetails.pdf
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/elementary/docs/supportingyou/mentalhealthstrategydetails.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/health.html
http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/portals/Kennedy/docs/studentsafetyline.pdf
https://secure.tdsb.on.ca/survey/survey.asp?id=1104
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If a fire alarm goes off during a lockdown (imminent threat inside the school) - that is the 
only time everyone remains in the school instead of vacating. Protocol for natural 
disasters, lockdown, hold and secure drills is tested during drills that occur twice per 
school year. 
 
Ralph thanked Vania for her submission to the CCRA newsletter regarding the Mowat 
School Council.  It will be included in the next edition with a goal of promoting the efforts 
and benefits of the Council. 
 
Ralph discussed teacher Lindsay Craig’s involvement and other aspects of Relay for Life 
and distributed some adult registration forms which are slightly different from student 
registration forms. 
 
Registration forms are available in the Port Union Community Center by the library. 
Participants “do not have to run” but can walk – the track is easier on the feet but 
participating can also be done elsewhere nearby – with the idea that someone from each 
team would be always be on the move.  Relay shirts are available but are not a 
requirement to participate. Vania thanked Ralph for all of his efforts and support of this 
initiative. 
 

 
Next Meeting  – May 20th, 2014 at 7:00 pm.   Members were reminded that this 

would be the last Council meeting for the 13/14 school year. 
 
To request an item to be added to the next meeting’s agenda, all are welcome to forward 
via email at mowat.council@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:mowat.council@gmail.com

