
SIR OLIVER MOWAT COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
Minutes of School Council Meeting 

Tuesday March 25, 2014 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions   
 
Vania Sakelaris chaired the meeting. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes  
 
It was moved by Ralph and seconded by Jane that the Minutes of the meetings of February 18, 2014 be 
approved. No new items added to Agenda. 
 

3. Principal’s Report  
 
In an attempt to enhance communication between the school and parents, Anthony shared information 
regarding a pilot he was kick-starting.  He explained that interested parents were welcome to sign up to receive 
text or email updates from the school regarding school events, and/ or school wide messages.   Those 
interested in signing up for text messages are to follow the steps below:  
 

 
 
 
Those interested in receiving texts regarding school wide events are to text @be858 
Or email be858@mail.remind101.com 
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Vice Principal Greg Foulidis tabled an initiative he was looking into that would allow parents to be notified by 
email of student lateness or absence with each occurrence.   He explained that this was a strategy to help 
reduce an increase in student lateness that has been observed.  Positive feedback provided by parents in 
attendance.  More information to follow. 
 

 
4. Modified School Year Proposal 
 
Teacher Blair Slighte presented to members for discussion the concept of changing the school year calendar to 
include a week off in the fall in either October or November which would result in a return to school one week 
earlier in the summer (the week before Labour Day). 
 
He explained that as it stands – September to December is 16 weeks with only one PA day and one 
Thanksgiving Day holiday in between. January to March Break is 9 weeks with one day off for exams and one 
Family Day holiday. End of March Break to April is about 5 weeks. April to June is 7 weeks. 
 
Some of the benefits of this proposal were explained to include: 

- easing the stresses of a new environment for the grade 8 to grade 9 transition 
- for Grade 10s, 11s and 12s it could be an opportunity to catch up on school work, time to complete 

community service volunteer hours, look for Xmas time employment, visit post-secondary campuses or 
post-secondary institutions 

- more than half of Ontario Universities now have a Fall Reading Week 
- along with relieving some stress it would be an opportunity to for an energy boost (might be a potential 

vacation time for some families) 
- attendance (absences increase from September to December and guidance office visits are greater in 

number in the fall) 
- might be a potential opportunity for credit recovery – to help avoid missing a credit 

 
Some of the anticipated challenges associated with this proposal include: 

- returning to school a week earlier might jeopardize some summer job opportunities 
- requirement for older siblings to be home to look after younger siblings during the end of August 
- family vacations in August 
- sport registrations at the end of summer for fall 
- co-op placements would have to accommodate a break in October or November 
- some students home alone for a week in October might not be an option supported by parents who are 

unable to take that week off 
- having children in different schools with different calendars that are not aligned 

 
Other things to take into consideration 

- there are reportedly stats that support it as a successful practice (including some schools in Peel and 
Durham);  parents requested these be shared 

- more than half of Ontario Universities now have a Fall Reading Week 
- feeder schools should be informed 
- Parks and Rec should be informed 

The proposal will be brought to the next meeting of the Academic Council which will be held in May and where 
Anthony and the Superintendent, along with one other Principal, will make a presentation. 
 
If approval is received to go ahead, and there is support from parents, students, CUPE (staff vote, student 
vote, parent vote), to proceed, the pilot would be implemented in the 15/16 school year, but all of the criteria 
would first have to be met. 
 
Parents not in attendance welcome to forward their feedback to the Principal or Council Chair. 
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5. Parent Satisfaction Survey 
 
Anthony handed out several sample surveys for everyone to look through.  He requested that members circle 
questions that they would suggest be incorporated into survey to be developed.  Copy of surveys shared with 
members have been posted to the Council’s website.  Those unable to attend the meeting are welcome to 
forward feedback to the Principal directly, or through the Council Chair. 
http://sirolivermowatschoolcouncil.wordpress.com/2014/03/20/mowat-council-meeting-material-march-25-2014/ 
 
 

6. Parent Reaching Out Grant 
 
Vania tabled suggestion to submit a grant application and solicited ideas from the members.  Information 
regarding this ministry grant for parent councils was circulated, and can be found online at:  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/reaching.HTML 
 
Suggestions included a repeat of a well-received workshop on study skills for parents and students, 
motivational speaker (e.g. Me to We), something related to risk and resilience that was done at Tazmeen’s 
school, or possibly a mental health 101 for parents (to help increase parent awareness and tips on how to 
support children and youth with mental illness). 
 
The plan is to further discuss ideas at the next school council meeting and to proceed to completing proposal 
form by the May 16th deadline.  Vania to work with Crystal.  Feedback from all parents is welcome. 
 
 

7. Correspondence 

 
People for Education newsletter was tabled.  Parents interested in subscribing to on-line newsletter to visit:  
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/news/newsletters/ 
 
 

8. New Business 

 
Ralph mentioned that the CCRA newsletter will run an article written by teacher Lindsay Craig in the May issue 
about the upcoming Relay for Life and that they will work together. CCRA is planning to participate in the event 
with their own team. 
 
Anthony tabled for feedback a few samples of a new Mowat Mustang logo. 
 
There was discussion about the possibility of replacing the information sign board in front of the school with an 
electronic sign.  Pros and cons were discussed and feedback provided to Anthony to help inform decision.    

 
Next Meeting  – April 15th, 2014 at 7:00 pm 
 
To request an item to be added to the next meeting’s agenda, all are welcome to forward via email at 
mowat.council@gmail.com 
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