
SIR OLIVER MOWAT COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
Minutes of School Council Meeting 

Tuesday November 19, 2013 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions   
Vania Sakelaris chaired the meeting. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes  
It was moved by Veronica and seconded by Sonia that the Minutes of the October 22nd, 2013 
meeting be approved as distributed.  No new items added to Agenda. 
 

3. Student Report  
Amanda Pokhoy and Stephanie Garneau of the Mowat Athletic Council provided updates for the 
wide variety of activities and efforts of the various student groups at Mowat:  This included: 

 
MECo (Mowat Environmental Council) 

- Started the practice of reusing paper that is good on one side 
- Another conscientious idea now implemented is installation of refillable water stations 
- Bake sale planned where old batteries can be turned in, in exchange for baked goods 
- MECo is again applying for the eco-school certification – and aiming for platinum level 

this year 
- MECo will run a clothing drive during Christmas Cheer 
 

“Because I Am a Girl”  
- Club to aid girls in developing countries – currently making scrunchies and hair pins to 

sell with future fundraising plans of selling apparel and having bake sales 
 

- About 30 students participated in a DECA  http://www.deca.ca/ business case study 
regional competition (Mowat’s first time!) Friday November 15th , where they presented 
their solution to a panel of live judges. Two students finished at the top of their pool. 
Eight students qualify for the provincial competition in February. 

 
MAC (Mowat Athletic Council) 

- Organizing “Right to Play” fundraising events which will be run after school on Fridays 
- Currently intramural volleyball is running at lunch several times a week, with basketball 

and soccer to follow 
- MAC is also responsible for running the Athletic Banquet in the spring  

 
Mowat Prefects 

- Friday Dec. 6th is the opening assembly to start the Christmas Cheer Campaign 
- Prefects are finalizing details of the many activities they have planned – Santa’s Helpers, 

Mowat Idol, Teacher talent show, Teacher vs. Student dodgeball, Pancake Breakfast 
- The charity chosen to benefit from the fundraising is a type of safe house for abused 

mothers and their children (the name of it will be announced at assembly on Dec. 6th) 
 
IMPACT 

- Support groups for students 
- Will run a food drive during Christmas Cheer 
- Participating in Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes  

http://www.deca.ca/
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- In January IMPACT will be selling Mowat mittens for children’s shelters and helping out 
at the St. Francis Table soup kitchen 

 
SAC (Students’ Administrative Council) 

- SAC organizes some inner school activities and works with the other councils to budget 
money, and also organizes school dances and the semi-formal 

- SAC has raised $800 in donations for Philippines relief 
 

Music council  

- Meets every Tuesday at lunch and is organizing song grams as their fundraising activity 
for Christmas Cheer 

 
“Me to We”  

- Working with the Free the Children organization, Mowat has their own adopted village in 
Sierra Leone for which money is raised through bake sales and other events to buy 
things such as goats, water wells, and bikes for the village 

 
Equity Committee 

- Discuss problems in the school that have to do with social justice and SASSY 
- Have planned a coat drive this year to donate to Value Village 
- Always on the alert for equitable issues around the school and neighbourhood 
 

Misprints  

- The first issue of the school newspaper will be ready by the end of the month (they meet 
Thursdays at lunch) and will include articles about the school, the world, politics, opinion 
pieces, and creative writing 

 
There was discussion about how events are advertised by the various groups (assemblies, 
newsletters, posted on walls, facebook and twitter). Vania offered the option of advertising 
by the council email distribution list as well. 
 
The TDSB is introducing some new technology into their websites to make things more 
interactive which will possibly help give a boost to advertising for events. 
 
Also some discussion about the nature of activities and groups - some events are supported 
by teachers, some clubs are drop in or join at any point in the year and some are selected at 
the start of the year. New to Mowat this year - a Debate Team and a Philosophy Club 

 
4. Curriculum Report - English 

Curriculum Leader Scott Madill spoke about challenges, goals and strategies in this modern 
world where the importance of the written word is more easily stifled by the ready availability of 
attention grabbing technology. 
 
The practical goals are to prepare students for whatever post-secondary path they choose, and 
for students to be successful in that. A desire of many English teachers to inspire love of the 
written word may be a more difficult challenge these days 
 
A good part of grade 9 English is geared to prepare for the grade 10 literacy test.  For the month 
of February, all other academic areas contribute to preparation by incorporating more reading 
into their classes. 



Mowat School Council Minutes – November  2013 Page 3 
 

Mr. Madill appreciates when students return for a visit after they’ve gone off to college or 
university, and let him know how they’re doing as it can provide useful feedback for tweaking the 
curriculum. 
 
Reading is the most crucial skill for their success.  There are English proficiency tests for college 
entrance, and handwritten essays are still required for university exams. 
 
The Accelerated Reader Program is a strategy used to encourage more reading (by a student 
reading a book chosen from a selection and completing a quiz, a student receives points and 
their reading progress is monitored). 
 
Mr. Madill to share a list of tips and tools for the benefit of parents.  This will be to be sent out to 
parents via the parent council.  One of the most effective strategies may be to find out what 
each student’s passion is and to get them to read about that topic, even if they start with a 
magazine - it may lead to them expanding their horizons eventually. 
 
The schools that feed into Mowat have good EQAO results (Centennial, Howe, Charlottetown, 
Brant), and there is no particular observed trend with levels of English proficiency - it varies from 
year to year. 
 

 
5. Principal’s Report 
Tom Lazarou, provided an update on the following items: 
 
A. Important Dates 
- Aboriginal Education Month is the month of November  
- Theatre Mowat presents The Laramie Project – November 26th,27th and 28th at 7pm 

(mature content, based on a true story related to homophobia) 
- Christmas Cheer Charity Drive - Dec. 6th - 19th with activities at lunch and before and after 
school, including a talent show with 90% of staff participating (the charity will be announced on 
Dec. 6th) 
- Christmas Music Concert 7 pm Dec. 11th (junior group) and Dec. 12th (senior group) 
- Grade 8 Parent & Student Information Night - January 15th, 7pm 

 
B. Caring and Safe Schools Committee 
- Three fire drills have been complete this fall with and average evacuation time of just over 3 
minutes 
- a “Hold and Secure” (previously referred to as a partial lockdown) was conducted as if there 
was an emergency in the community 
- there have been 11 suspensions this year as of Nov. 19th which is lower than the 17 last year 
- the Trinity Theatre Mentorship has been successful in providing guidance to grade 9 students 
 
C. School Improvement Plan 2013-2014 
Discussed handout the current year’s improvement plan, which highlighted goals to advance 
strategies in support of the TDSB’s four strategic pillars (literacy, numeracy, pathways, 
community culture and caring).  Tom explained that the plan is developed and reviewed 
annually by the teachers, the school’s leadership team and by the TDSB 
 
D. Student Success Data 



Mowat School Council Minutes – November  2013 Page 4 
 

Handout highlighting pass rates for compulsory courses from grades 9 and 10, for 2010 - 2013 
was reviewed and discussed. The course pass rates (which represents % of students that 
achieved a credit) are very high and there has been an improvement trend over the last three 
years. This performance report is also benchmarked against other schools within the TDSB. 
 
 

6. Correspondence 
Chair tabled updated contact info for Ward 22 Trustee Jerry Chadwick. 
Jerry.Chadwick@tdsb.on.ca or 416 397 3096 
 

7. New Business 
None tabled.  Business arising from the month’s Council meeting was tabled, stemming from the 
interest expressed in hosting a mental health and addictions information session for parents.  
Vania to work with Tom to secure a speaker(s) for the Council’s next meeting in January.   
 
 

8. Adjournment 
 
Next Meeting - January 21st, 2014 at 7:00 pm.   

 
To request an item to be added to the next meeting’s agenda, all are welcome to forward via 
email at mowat.council@gmail.com 
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