
SIR OLIVER MOWAT COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
Minutes of School Council Meeting

Tuesday April 23rd, 2013

1. Welcome & Introductions - Terry Pruner

2. Approval of Minutes & Agenda

Motion to approve Minutes of February 26th, 2013 meeting and Agenda of April
23rd, 2013 meeting – Sonia / Nikki 2nd.

3. Trinity Theatre - Louise Boyden (Head of English)

Jarrod explained that the Trinity Theatre mentorship group involves senior
Students participating in a monthly workshop with grade 9 Students, where
Students are able to open up and share their opinions and ideas, often things
they might not share with a Parent.
(Topic for April is bullying).

Senior Students fill out an application to apply for the group and go through an
interview process run by Students and overseen by Louise Boyden.

The group has received a grant which will help to put on a speak up night which
would give any interested Parents, some Teachers, and other Students an
opportunity to participate. Potential date of May 8th was chosen for about 7pm
to be held in the library.

The first 25 people who respond will be able to participate in this which will be set
up as a small talking circle.

There will be about 7 or 8 Mentors who will run the workshop. The Mentors will be
the moderators and speakers. The Parents, Teachers, and other Students can ask
questions about what high school is like.

4. Principals’ Report – Tom Lazarou

A. Important Dates

- Grade 11/12 mark submissions: Universities – April 23rd, Colleges – April 24th

- Music trip to New York is April 24th – 28th with 2 buses going ~ 60 Students.
- Formal preparation for May 17th Crystal Fountain Hall – tickets to start selling this
week.



- Spring Music Concert May 7th and 8th

Report cards went out today.
John Renzetti of Guidance noted that there are only 5 days left for grade 12
Students to drop a course to avoid it showing up on their transcript.

Timetable verification is being achieved much earlier this year, aiming for 90% of
students with no conflict before tweaking. Currently there are ~150 Students with
a timetable conflict to sort out. Students will not see their final timetable until
September when school starts because there is always the possibility of last
minute tweaks when Staff and other potential issues are finalized.
Some courses have been cancelled due to low enrolment.

Question of how does it play out if a Student is accepted to one
University/College program but on the waiting list for another?
For University there is a deadline – if one program accepted and a decision to
change to another is made before the deadline, the system automatically
bumps out the previously accepted one.
For College there is not the same deadline – if the course still has openings, they
will still let you apply.

Question of Students taking summer school courses to get ahead – there are
some restrictions. Grade 9 students are not allowed. If a Student has 14 credits
already, then yes (such as having completed grade 10). Core subjects such as
English are better to be taken at regular day school so as to facilitate a more
consistent/effective academic experience and avoid a long stretch without
important subjects.
Suitable summer courses may be taken at any Ministry approved Board that
offers them.

Conditional acceptance for post secondary – conditional on marks not
dropping significantly. Interesting that scholarship criteria is determined by a
mark plateau that may be attained in any term and is not rescinded if there is a
drop in marks – it still stands.

B. Staffing 2013 – 2014

Currently there are 68 Teachers and allocation for 62 next year, meaning a 7.5
Teacher Surplus to the school.

Ms. Davidian and Mr. Parton will be retiring, and one Teacher will be taking a
Leave of Absence to travel. Five Staff are planning to transfer to another
Quadrant area closer to home for them. Leadership positions opened resulting in
some other teachers coming in.

C. Student Timetables



Tentative 2013 -14 timetable verification forms were issued at the beginning of
April, and as discussed by John Renzetti, better than usual progress has been
made toward completion.

D. Performing Arts Specialization Draft Proposal

A handout outlining the program to start in 2014, was distributed and discussed.
The draft proposal was put together by a committee of four Teachers for the
Superintendent to present to the Academic Council for approval.
Because of projected decreased high school population (by 2022 only
expecting ~852 students) this program seems the best fit for Mowat and would
work for Staff, the community and the surrounding schools also.
Mowat will remain “closed” to optional attendance.
Currently 50% of high schools have 500 Students or less.
The target for Mowat would be to have 270 Grade 9 Students each year, to
support a healthy population of ~1100 which is a good number to work with.

Concerns about the music programs facing cuts at the Elementary level and
might that have an impact on a Performing Arts Program at Mowat – what can
we do to help support this?

5. Budget Review – Terry Pruner

The School Council Budget has ~ $1,900.00 remaining.
Proposals included a permanent webpage (discuss with Richard Wontorra prior
to next meeting), videoing of School Council meetings, and implementing a
better way for parents to receive school correspondence.

Student and Parent activities such as a sport in the gym on a Friday evening
wouldn’t require any funds, only need planning.

Of the remaining funds, $ 400.00 is from a Reaching Out Grant and this could go
toward a webpage.

Department heads have been asked to see if they have any requirement for
school council funds

One other possibility is to use the money in the Fall if an event can be planned
for Grade 9 Parents.

6. New Business – Terry Pruner

Social Media possibilities were discussed in hopes of discovering a way to
increase the amount/ease of information getting out to Parents.



Terry volunteered to give a talk about Social Media at the next meeting.
Along the lines of Mr. Tebbens use of Moodle for his science classes – Louise
Boyden suggested it might be a useful strategy to facilitate providing more info
to Parents.

Anything can be uploaded to Moodle easily.

It might be a good idea to invite Mr. Tebbens to the next meeting for further
discussion about Moodle.

The bike rack in the back parking lot is not within range of any surveillance
camera, so it will hopefully be possible to move the bike rack.

Student participants of MECO (Mowat Environmental Council) travelled to Costa
Rica to attend an ecological conference with key speaker Al Gore whom they
were able to meet. They were inspired to create a proposal for bike racks here.

Communications Subcommittee Meeting

Richard Wontorra and Terry Pruner met with Principal Lazarou to discuss
strategies to improve communions electronically.

Richard is a parent who currently hosts the school council website. There isn’t
anything we need to do from a funding standpoint for the website as it is all free
and Richard volunteers his time.

Discussed parent communication options including the parent council website,
Moodle, calendaring and social media. Agreed that the best approach is to try
to acquire more parent e-mail addresses in the fall and centralize parent
communications around e-mail and the council website. Mr. Lazarou is going to
work on how to go about doing that.

Richard suggested that we might try Mail Chimp, an online program that facilities
e-mail campaigns.

The next and final School Council meeting for the year is May 21st.  All are
welcome.  Afterwards, we will be going to the Black Dog Pub for our annual
wrap up celebration.  The Council will pay for munchies and all are welcome to
join us!

To request an agenda item added to the next meeting, just email us at
mowat.council@gmail.com

Remaining 2013 Meeting Date
May 21st


