
SIR OLIVER MOWAT COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
Minutes of School Council Meeting

Tuesday October 23, 2012

1. Welcome & Introductions

2. Approval of Minutes & Agenda

Motion to approve Minutes of September 18th meeting – Richard / Mamatha 2nd.
Motion to approve Agenda of October 23rd meeting – Vania / Dawn 2nd.

3. Student Report - Natalee Goodman, Tyler Ly

Prefect Co-Captains Natalee and Tyler gave an overview of what exactly “Mowat
Prefects” are. They are role models, leaders, students in grades 11 and 12 (a total of
44 who were chosen based on an application submitted).
Supported by 3 staff advisors, some of the Prefect endeavors overlap with or involve
them in other student councils’ activities (eg. help run dances, plan events, make
announcements – there are a number of different student councils/groups in all.

See Mad About Mowat online .pdf, page 5 for more details!
http://sirolivermowatschoolcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/mad-about-mowat-2012-2013.pdf

Each council has a Facebook group or Twitter account, for example
(@mowatmustangs ) https://twitter.com/MowatMustangs run by SAC, to notify
followers of events etc.

The Mowat Prefects operate according to TAWOM (Thoughts, Actions, Words Of
Merit)
Each month a different theme is featured, e.g. respect – theme is incorporated into
character building activities with the Grade 9 students.
This year’s Christmas Cheer 2 week fundraiser has been chosen to benefit the
Geneva Centre for Autism whose website is http://www.autism.net/ .
Other fundraising activities put into action by the Mowat Prefects include a Teacher
skit, and pancake breakfasts open to community.



4. Principal’s Report - Tom Lazarou

Curriculum report

Teachers Carrie McLaren and Normanne Bland proposed
the idea of an intro French class for students coming into
grade 9 who might not be sure whether to choose
academic or applied.
Due to the trend of losing French students by the time
they reach grade 12 – an innovative idea is to semester
grade 11 and grade 12 French (same setup is already running for Math,
Calculus/Functions). This would be contingent on numbers to run it this way.

Carrie outlined efforts that have been made to get schools such as Joseph Howe,
Rouge Valley and Highland Creek Public School to join together and participate in
such activities as Pen Pals with the grade 8 students, grade 12 reading buddies for
grade 7 and 8 students, and partnering up to have adequate numbers for things
such as ski trips.
Through this partnership of schools they are hoping to continue to design resources
and activities which include working together on a French Carnaval as well as a Tour
de France which Rouge Valley has been doing for a couple of years now.

Important Dates

 October 24th - Honour Roll Reception 10:30am and Awards Assembly 2:00pm
 October 25th SAC Hallowe’en Dance
 November 2nd – Commencement 7:00pm
 November 9th – Remembrance Day Assembly
 November 23rd – Formal Report Card

First Report Cards to Post Secondary Schools

For the first set of marks and second set of marks there are important dates to take
note of. There are actually 5 sets of marks – different for Universities, Colleges.

A parent-friendly chart of details will be posted on the website by Tom Lazarou.
There are many things to remember, such as conditional acceptances that depend
on maintaining marks and submitting community service hours on time.

Students are well-informed as to exact processes for applying to Colleges and
Universities. First step is getting a PIN number which is the current stage of the process
that students will be involved in.

Staffing Update



Three grade 12 classes with low enrolment were collapsed - Grade 12 University Level
Biology, Grade 12 Mixed Level Challenge and Change in Society, and Grade 12
University Level Chemistry.
Three new classes were created - Grade 9 Academic Level Science, Grade 11 Open
Level Travel and Tourism, and a Literacy Course (for credit and to help ensure more
students pass Literacy Tests).

School Heath and Safety – Facility Repairs

Because of the expanse of roof and ongoing repairs are, a
roof replacement strategy is required, Currently 4 need to be
replaced but the good news is, no buckets are needed at
the moment!
A request has been issued that the air quality in the main
hallway tested

School Self Assessment

This has to be done every year in order to make schools
more effective in attaining the highest levels of achievement.

Self-assessment is an important way to facilitate improving student achievement.

Mad About Mowat Update

The link to “Mad About Mowat” is now on the School Council website:
http://sirolivermowatschoolcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/mad-about-mowat-2012-2013.pdf

Bullying Programs at Mowat

Linda Lake, Vice-Principal, spoke about what is done to prevent bullying and what is
done to help students who are involved in it.
The school is made safe by following through with school rules and supporting
students in an inclusive environment.

Some issues re bullying include ways we need to address bullying, what it is (to
recognize different forms), understanding and building on to ensure equity and
respectfulness.

The TDSB has a Caring and Safe  Schools Committee to address bullying ands other
safety issues:
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/_site/ViewItem.asp?siteid=196&menuid=907&pageid=702

Last year 30 students wanted to be a part of the Caring and Safe School Committee
at Mowat. The group looked at what they could do to be more proactive. Students
worked with an Equity Rep from the Board and discussed and enacted positive
influences and activities include a 2 day team building session at the Kortright Centre
and participation in the national “Me to We” day (Details at this link:



http://www.tdsb.on.ca/_site/ViewItem.asp?siteid=9998&menuid=16752&pageid=14814 ).

Students Against Sexual Stereotyping Yeah (Sassy)

Carrie and Normanne spoke as the Reps for SASSY – Students Against Sexual
Stereotyping Yeah, (formerly called GSA - Gay Straight Alliance) and the importance
of school being a safe place and healthy environment regardless of sexual
orientation.

Mowat staff mentor students who are in groups and help to work with issues when
there is a conflict and provide a safe environment for students at risk. It is a place to
feel safe, and feel included.

One goal is to try to discourage expressions that include the word “gay” such as
“that’s so gay” because of inappropriateness and damage it does. Challenges
include harassment and stereotyping of members.

The group has planned a Rocky Horror movie event.

Facilities and environmental concerns

Briefly discussed Lockdown (threat inside school, all direction comes from police) vs.
Hold and Secure (threat outside the school).
Recently there was a gas leak somewhere on Centennial Road (environmental
safety issue) which was good practice of Shelter-in-Place protocol which requires
everyone to stay inside the school.

For more info on procedures see:
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/parents/safe_schools/questionsanswers.asp?t=100

5. Communications Sub-Committee - Beverly Myatt

Learning and Study Skills Workshop on 2 consecutive Mondays – October 29th and
November 5th from 6:30 – 8:30pm.
http://sirolivermowatschoolcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/mowat-council-learning-workshop.pdf

Discussed teachers providing preferred method of contact in “Mad about Mowat”

Content – course outlines for parents to be able to see in case student is not sharing
any info at home, and possibly other info such as how calculations are made for
breakdowns of marks.

6. SSON Feedback - Terry Pruner



Documentation is almost complete regarding Parent feedback on School Priorities
Documentation includes criteria for selecting a new Principal.

7. CCRA and Community News - Ralph Jeffers

CCRA Newsletter Overview

It has been going since 1949, now with 4200 newsletters per month, all done by a
volunteer group, only publishing is paid for.

Students can get involved in the newsletter by submitting articles. An article about
the School Council and what it does would be informative for the community.

Ralph has been working on ideas with Linda. Advertising school events such as stage
productions could be helpful.

Volunteer hours are available for students delivering newsletters.
http://www.ccranews.com/

8. Correspondence - Terry Pruner

Parent Rep Needed for Mowat Ski Board Club – contact the office if able to
volunteer.
The commitment requires that a parent join students on the bus to Dagmar or
Lakeridge, 5 or 6 Mondays after school on into evening. Skiing is free for the parent
volunteer.

Breakaway Tours Concern
This tour company is NOT affiliated with the TDSB or Mowat, but marketed through
students who can go on a trip for free if they become the student rep for that school.
Parents are advised to do their own due diligence regarding Breakaway tours
events.  Trips and event that are sanctioned by the school are communicated via a
letter from the school.

JACS Speaker Offer
Program on substance abuse alcoholism and drug addiction – Terry will follow up to
see if speaker would be available, and provide details to council.
http://jacstoronto.org/what-we-do/outreach-education/

West Rouge Halloween Dance
Sat. October 27th at West Rouge Community Centre
416 724-0416 - call Barb for tickets

People for Education’s16th Annual Conference



Education interest group with annual conference “Making Connections”. Click on
the link below for further details
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/events-workshops/come-to-our-conference/

University/College information Evening at Mowat
Nov. 19th From 6:30 to 9:30
College and university reps will speak about important considerations in choosing a
post secondary institution.  In addition there will be presentations of OSAP, Student
awards and other post secondary financing strategies. College and university reps
will be on hand to talk to students and answer questions.

9. Next Meeting, Tuesday, November
20th In the Mowat Resource Centre

Equity Council Update - ER13 Family of Schools Equity
Meeting @ 4:00 p.m. October 24th in the library

To request an agenda item added to the next
meeting, just email us at mowat.council@gmail.com

Remaining 2012-2013 Meetings Dates
November 20th / January 22nd / February 26th / April 23rd / May 21st


