
Dear Parent or Guardian,

My name is Dr Tania Ferfolja and I am from the School of Education, at the University of Western
Sydney, Australia. I will be in Toronto in November-December 2012 to undertake research in high
schools in the Toronto District School Board (TDSB). I am interested in investigating the ways in
which understandings related to anti-homophobia education are perceived and addressed in schools.
In particular, I would like to understand what teachers, parents and students think about in relation to
sexual diversity and anti-homophobia education; how government and educational policy supports,
aligns or conflicts with, the ways in which schools develop and implement sexual diversity and anti-
homophobia education; and the provision of other institutional support. In short, I seek to understand
how students, parents/guardians, and teachers think about what is happening to educate students about
this issue in your child's school, how this is done, and the perceived effectiveness of the approach.

As a parent/guardian you can participate in the study in two ways. First, you are invited to complete a
confidential online survey that addresses key questions about the issues mentioned above. This can be
accessed online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6BJ2VT3 . This survey will be available for
completion online until December 7, 2012 after which time it will be closed. Second, there is an
opportunity for you to be involved in a focus group with other parents/guardians. This will involve
sitting with other parents/guardians to discuss a series of questions, which will be audio-recorded with
your consent. Please note that if you undertake the survey you are not obliged to participate in the
focus group. All survey responses are anonymous.

If you would like to participate in a parent/guardian focus group, please email me on
ta.ferfolja@uws.edu.au and I will inform you of the date, time and place for the group interview. If
you would like to participate in the survey please go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6BJ2VT3.
I will work with Ms Linda Lake through the Mowat Student Equity Council to have students self-
identify who may wish to participate/volunteer for the research.

It is important to note that all aspects of the study, including results, will be confidential and only I
will have access to information on any participants. The information will be used to write a report on
the findings for the International Centre for Canadian Studies: Canadian High Commission; write
publications for scholarly journals or books; and write teaching resources for pre-service teacher
education students and qualified teachers including a performed ethnography. A performed
ethnography is where the words of research participants are woven together to create a play or a
dramatic 'story'. Again, no individual or school name will be used in any of these publications or
resources.

There are no physical discomforts for participants who volunteer for the study. Sometimes some
individuals may find these issues difficult to discuss but participation is voluntary; you are not obliged
to be involved. If as a participant you do experience distress, you can contact the free counselling
service Family Service Toronto, 9am-6pm Monday-Thursdays and 9am-5pm Fridays. The telephone
number is 416 595 9618. Any participant may withdraw from the study at any time at which point all
written and audio records of your participation will be destroyed. If you have any queries about the
research please contact me via email at ta.ferfolja@uws.edu.au .



Please note that the External Research Review Committee of the TDSB has granted approval for this
study. The school Principal has also given permission for this study to be carried out in your child’s
school. The study has also been approved by the University of Western Sydney’s Human Research
Ethics Committee (no H9773). It is being funded by the International Centre for Canadian Studies -
Canadian High Commission and the University of Western Sydney, Australia.

Your consideration of this request is very much appreciated.

Sincerely,

Dr Tania Ferfolja

Note: This study has been approved by the University of Western Sydney Human Research Ethics Committee.
The Approval number is [H9773]. If you have any complaints or reservations about the ethical conduct of this
research, you may contact the Ethics Committee through the Office of Research Services on Tel +61 2 4736
0229 Fax +61 2 4736 0013 or email humanethics@uws.edu.au. Any issues you raise will be treated in
confidence and investigated fully, and you will be informed of the outcome.


