
MINUTES

School Council Meeting – Sir Oliver Mowat
Tuesday November 23, 2010

Attendance: Tom Lazarou (principal), Louise Boyden (English Head), Joanne Watson
(teacher), Caitlin Richardson (teacher), Bev Myatt (Chair), Lois Macinnis (Treasurer), Nikki
Cule (Secretary), Karen Holmes Degen, Lilian Iantorno, Janet Yoshida, Linda Rahmoun,
Charlotte Apperley, Deena Ruess, Richard Wontorra, Donna McCartney, Katie Prentice,
Ginny Pearce, Glen Banyard, Gord Benstead, Andrea Boniface, Adugna Tesfaye

Regrets: none

1. Introductions B. Myatt and K. Holmes Degen

2. Approval of Agenda – approved B. Myatt and K. Holmes Degen

3. Approval of Minutes –

One change “concern” changed to “concert”, otherwise approved
B. Myatt and K. Holmes Degen

4. Student Report – Prefects & Sassy

 Esther and Eric-Prefect co-captains: Prefects are a council that runs and
organizes events.  They are role models for other students.  Mission is to make
school the best that it can be.

 During the past few months they have been busy helping with events such as
registration, grade 9 welcome (Freshie Follies).

 Christmas Cheer is coming up.  It’s in the last 2 weeks before school ends for the
Christmas break.  All events cost money – the money goes to a charity.  The
charity chosen this year is a TDSB one that helps kids in disadvantaged areas and
provides things like breakfast programs. Any parent who wants to get involved
can come to the pancake breakfast on Tuesday December 14th from 8am to 10,
cost $2-3 (proceeds to charity), or on Friday December 17th is the Christmas
Cheer assembly in the morning with performances (10:00 or 10:30).  A small
donation will gain entry to this fun event.

 Daniella, Jonathan, Cabot and Taylor (SASSY):  students against sexual
stereotypes. Trying to prevent homophobia in the school.  LGBT students and
straight students come together to have a positive and safe place for all
students. Last week the TDSB held a unity conference which our students
attended.  There were a number of speakers talking about a variety of topics,
including how the TDSB is making a difference for LGBT kids.  It was an
opportunity for our GSA to talk to others to find out how they work.  They now



have a network of GSA’s close to our school, including RH King and West Hill.
One of the topics was about stereotypes and how to make relationships better.
Students attended the “queer parenting” workshop and learned about different
parenting situations.  They debunked the myths of gay parenting, such as
“children need male and female role models growing up” (kids just need good
role models and caring parents, and many people including neighbours play a
role).  And “children living in gay families will be ostracized” (children show
remarkable resilience and there is always some level of teasing going on).
They are in the process of making a video.  They referenced a video on youtube
called “It Gets Better” so they are making a video talking about how it can get
better in high school too. Meetings on Wednesdays at 3:15pm.

5. Community events B Myatt for Z. Wailoo

 Thanks to the students who came out and volunteered at the Port Union Community
Centre. They are looking for students to volunteer at the community Winterfest.

 The security system has been upgraded (more cameras onsite now) – smile you’re
on camera

 If you need to advertise community Christmas events, send an email to the council
and we will forward to her

6. Treasurer’s Report L. MacInnis

 We haven’t spent any more money since the last meeting.

7. Council Money for Teacher Requests B. Myatt & K. Holmes Degen

 We don’t have any requests yet.
 The forms need to be distributed on Monday by Tom at his next leadership meeting.
 Perhaps we can send any teacher requests out in advance of the next meeting to the

community so that we are prepared to discuss at the next meeting.

8. Traffic Flow L. MacInnis

 Concern about the traffic around the school (there is no signage about which
direction cars should be driving, especially with multiple entrances).  Can there be
signs put up?

 What we are trying to stop is people coming into the south entrance and doing a u-
turn to drop off kids.

 Tom has ordered arrow signs through the caretaker, which will be posted



 Can we paint on the pavement – arrows showing direction?  Tom will look into that.

9. Parent Teacher Interview Night Feedback B. Myatt

 Thank you to parents who volunteered to help at the booth.
 We had a number of people stop by and have received a number of emails from

people who want to sign up.

10. Textbook situation Communication Subcommittee

 As discussed at the last council meeting there are issues regarding funding for
textbooks. How can we support the school when there is not enough money in the
budget to buy textbooks needed when new curriculum is released, to update
textbooks, to keep up with demand for textbooks based on school population or
damage?  When the curriculum changes now the government doesn’t fund new
textbooks needed to match the curriculum as they did in the past.  The student
success fund divided among schools can’t be used for books.

 We are not allowed to fundraise for textbooks.  So what can we do as a parent group
to support the school in getting funds for texts?

 We are looking for an avenue to the Ministry of Education to get it raised as an issue
with the Ministry.  There needs to be a way to get our message to the Ministry.  If
anyone has any ideas of how to get our concerns to the Ministry (such as People for
Education or PIAC) to get the message across.

 Some departments spend some of their budgets on books.  Tom estimates he spent
$18,000 on new books recently. It is one thing to buy books when they are old and
falling apart.  It’s another thing to not provide money for books when the curriculum
changes.

 It was suggested we invite our new school trustee to an upcoming meeting in March.
Tom will contact Jerry Chadwick.

 Tom was asked to get contact information for other school councils for non-
semester schools as we might be able to be more effective if we leverage other
councils. Lois volunteered to contact other councils to see if they are interested in
working together.

 Bev will investigate PIAC and People for Education.
 Karen is also going to look into other funding sources, such as other grants that

might be available that we can leverage.
 It was questioned whether alternate format licenses could be investigated (such as

electronic texts).  The math department has started to look into this for grade 11
and 12 texts.  There are significant sign-up steps and you must have purchased a



hard-copy text first. In addition, only the newest texts come in electronic format,
and it is very expensive.

 In English they are looking to pilot Macbeth online.  However it’s a yearly license
which must be renewed (it expires in June and must be renewed for the following
year). The site license is $4 per student (it is supplemented by the Board right now).

11. Curriculum Report - Math C. Richardson & J. Watson

 The math department made a presentation to help parents understand the
difference between average and median.

 Looking at the marks it’s important to look at the weighting and the category
(knowledge, application, communication, and thinking) because things that are
weighted higher are going to count for more; marks can fluctuate more at the start
of the year when there are fewer assessments (that is just statistics); near the end of
the year, marks are more stable.

 On the report card is the median so it is important that parents understand the
difference between median and average. The median is less sensitive to extreme
marks.

 Part of Tom’s report will include course and class averages for 3 areas.
 How do you assess in math “thinking and inquiring”? – usually a word problem

where they have to use the skills that they have learned and figure out what to use.
“Slightly thinking outside of the box” or the process of problem solving.
Communication could be “proper form” or “explain what’s been done wrong and
what’s the right way to do it” using the correct mathematics words. In some years
there have been spelling tests on new math terms.

 When the kids are being tested, they know which section they’re being tested on
(knowledge, etc). It is identified on the tests, but the kids might not realize or
understand.

12. Principal’s Report T. Lazarou

A. Important Dates
 Christmas Concert:  December 7th and 8th at 7pm
 Christmas Cheer:  December 6th – 17th

 Grade 8 parent and student information night:  January 19th at 7pm
 “Urinetown” musical:  January 20th-22nd

B. Safe School Committee



 Fire Drills:  completed 3 this fall with an average time of evacuation just over 3
minutes

 1 practice lockdown with 43 division police
 9 suspensions and 1 expulsion to the school as of November 23rd. Our in-school

suspension continues to make a significant improvement with students school
wide.

C. School improvement plan 2010-2011
 Revisit with the council in January and receive parental input

D. Student Success Data
 Handout representing compulsory courses from Grades’ 9-12
 Handout representing data from 2006/07 – 2008/09

√ Grade nine curriculum information is now posted on the website.  The plan is
to keep this information updated and add other grades in the future.

13. Achievement Gap Task Force Follow-up Communication Subcommittee

 More information on this topic can be found in the last meeting minutes (for details
on the issue).

 There are many ways to look at the achievement gaps, language, race and culture.
Tom reports that in the school, there are issues around depression, anorexia/bulimia
and anxiety.

 In the Mad About Mowat handbook there was a list of community resources for
parents to help them. We have more resources and some information from
Guidance that we can put into a Mad About Mowat supplement.

 There was discussion about having the social worker come and talk about resources
available to parents. We will do this for the January meeting.

 We need to look at another method to talk about all these issues such as a
workshop or another survey.  We need to understand our own local issues. Perhaps
we can partner with the community centre to sponsor an event to help parents.

 One way to meet achievement gaps is to look at specific issues that our particular
student population is experiencing and then looking at ways to reach parents

 Tom was asked to talk with teachers about specific issues they may be noticing.
 Louise pointed out that the Trinity Mentors will often communicate about areas of

concern that they have noted in their work in the classes. She was asked to bring
any of these types of issues to council so that we can help in any way.

 At the January meeting the 43 division police will come and talk to us about specific
issues in our community.  In addition the social worker will come out and talk about
specific areas of concern that she has noted in her work within the school.



14. Correspondence B. Myatt & K. Holmes Degen

 Email from Alison about social planning committee; part of the Toronto inner-
city advisory committee.  Upcoming meeting on December 7th from 9:30am-
12:30pm; boardroom 5050 Yonge Street if interested in attending

 Teaching awards: if interested in nominating teachers for awards of excellence
go to Ontario.ca/teachingawards to nominate one.  Deadline January 31st.

 People for Education:  looking for school councils to join; cost is $50.  Will look at
in future council meetings.  Also they sent out a council survey which will come
to the next subcommittee meeting.  Deadline January 28th.

15. New business
 Plagiarism (Ms. Boyden):  she is working on a presentation on plagiarism.  There

have been issues recently in the grade 12 class.
 Considering putting together a power point presentation to post on website or to

make available to students so they understand the different levels of plagiarism and
how to avoid it.  Also include information on how universities and colleges handle
plagiarism so kids understand the future ramifications.

 Turnitin.com is a website that universities use to combat plagiarism, but it costs us
about $3000 per year if we wanted to join.  The board is looking to pilot some
software to combat it and we are hoping to be a pilot school.

Are you interested in keeping up to date on what’s happening at Mowat?  Follow the link
http://www.mowat.ca/, select the ‘What’s happening’ tab, then select ‘This week at Mowat’ to
view the Weekly Mowat Bulletin.

MEETING DATES 2010 – 2011

Tuesday, January 18, 2011
Tuesday March 1, 2011
Tuesday April 19, 2011
Tuesday May 24, 2011

All meetings are held in the Resource Centre at 7:00 p.m.




