
MINUTES 

 

School Council Meeting – Sir Oliver Mowat 

Tuesday March 1, 2011 

 

Attendance:  Tom Lazarou (principal), Karen Holmes Degen, Janet Yoshida, Zephine Wailoo, 

Nikki Cule, Mardi Adams, Linda Rahmoun, Karen Rivett, Louise Boyden (staff), Glen Banyard, 

Andrea Boniface, Wanda Wierzbicki, Adugna Tesfaye, Josette Holness (community 

outreach), Nicky Lehwald 

 

Regrets: Bev Myatt, Lois MacInnis, Donna MacCarthy, Livio Cule, Charlotte Apperley, 

Richard Wontorra 

 

1. Introductions       K. Holmes Degen 

2. Approval of Agenda – approved with addition  K. Holmes Degen 

•  Ski club update added to New Business 

3. Approval of Minutes – approved    K. Holmes Degen 

4. Student Report – Mowat Athletic Council   Alex Dawson & Stacey Hills  

    

• Presidents of the athletic council.  Handle all the intramurals that go on in the 

school.  There are currently 23 teams of varying numbers of participants. 

• They help out planning the athletic banquet at the end of the year; the last 

gathering of the teams and awards are handed out.  A date has not been set yet 

(usually the first week of June, either a Wednesday or a Thursday). 

• They have elected members who go to the coaches to find out who has done an 

exceptional job that month; at the end a group gets together to select an athlete 

of the month. 

• Spring sports coming up will be badminton, dragon boat (started last Tuesday), 

soccer tryouts (need females to go on the team to Myrtle Beach to compete).  

Boys’ hockey is just ending.  Semi-final was today.  Girls are in the finals 

tomorrow. 

• Girls’ volleyball has just finished.  Junior girls came first in Toronto.  Senior girls 

lost in city quarter finals. 

• Cheerleading team has a competition this weekend 

• Baseball has just started (tryouts today). 

• Miss Harper is running an indoor track team (new at Mowat).  There are high 

expectations for that. 



 

 

5. Community events      Z. Wailoo 

 

• Thank you to parents and students for the support at Winterfest.  It was one of the 

best attended in a long time. 

• Earth Day is coming up and there will be a need for volunteers for that. 

• Youth concert is coming up on Friday June 4th.  There will be information 

forthcoming.  A number of the bands and players are from the school 

• Josette Holness is the youth outreach worker for wards 43 and 44.  She handles 

some city-wide events, as well. 

 

-The Youth Council has been running for the last few years.  There are 7 students 

who meet every Tuesday and work on projects to advocate for youth (counselling 

etc). 

 

-There is a need for help with transition between middle school and high school.  

She has done a program at some other middle schools to help with the transition.  

There are a series of workshops. 

 

-She is connected to over 100 community organizations and leveraged their 

expertise to help develop the program.  She has funding to bring any of those 

organizations and the programs into the school. 

 

• Zephine Wailoo reported that this has been one of the better years at the 

community center in the way of reduction in issues at the community center.  Kids 

are engaged with lunchtime activities at Mowat (e.g., intrmurals)may be why 

 

 

6. Community Officer Presentation     Det. Todd Flanders 

• The school board put out a report and we wanted to look at issues directly in our 

school.  We invited Detective Flanders to give his insights into the issues in the 

neighbourhood. 

• He recently took over street crime unit in our division.  He was formerly a street 

Sergeant downtown 

• Street crime unit has 8 officers plus supervisor.  4 in uniform.  They are not 

designated to any one school.  They visit and take any reports needed.  There are 

also plainclothes officers. 

• Mowat has a good reputation.  The only problem he sees is drug use (marijuana 

is most prevalent).  It is more an issue around the school (at the plaza and the 

skate park).  Minor amounts; there is some dealing.  Combined with the drug 



squad they are targeting a few of the schools in the east end to look into the 

issue. 

• Det. Flanders is a believer in proactive enforcement, meaning arrest when it is 

appropriate.  There are programs out there to divert people from the court 

system in the case of first arrest.  But there are certainly cases where a strong 

stance is needed. 

• Minor possession is going to be zero tolerance:  going after the kids that are 

possessing and going after the kids who are dealing with it. 

• As the weather gets warmer, after school and on weekends, will be “party 

season” with alcohol use.  Youth who are unaccustomed to drinking are putting 

themselves in danger.  If you are considering having a party and alcohol is 

present in the house, whether you are serving it or not, you are liable if there are 

issues arising as a result of drinking.  Word is travelling fast and small parties 

quickly turn into big parties, especially with today’s social media  

• What happens if 15 kids are invited and 150 show up?  What responsibility does 

the homeowner have?  You can try to disperse them, but if it doesn’t work, it 

would be a 911 call if you need assistance dispersing the crowd.  Fights can break 

out or property damage can occur if those kids don’t want to leave.  It may not 

even be at your house; if it’s on your street and you have concerns, you should 

call police too. 

• Will there be added presence as the weather improves?  Yes, as the weather 

improves there will be added police presence around known problem areas. 

• Security cameras around the skateboard park have been increased, and there is 

a contact who Det. Flanders can contact if he needs to view the recordings. 

• How can we assist police with the issues in the community?  Are there other 

things that we need to think about?  After marijuana and occasional drinking, 

there is little street gang issue.  There are people who do associate with gangs, 

but there is nothing major around that issue here.  We (council) have a mandate 

to help and support the community around these issues.  If the police do feel 

that there is any way that we can support them, they should let us know. 

• There is a bulletin that you can sign up for via email – torontopolice.on.ca  

and sign up for “mailing lists” 

• Often it’s the involved parents who don’t have the major issues; it’s the ones 

who are paying less or no attention and have little involvement who are finding 

the issues.   

• Can parents be charged if they are serving alcohol to minors?  Yes, they can be 

charged if they are serving alcohol to minors and it can be proven.  However, 



they can also be charged (and sued) if they provide alcohol to minors and there 

are incidents when the minor has left the party. 

• Are you finding issues with the use of technology (Facebook etc) e.g., posting 

pictures after the parties?  Yes, not only is it an issue with posting party pictures, 

but also advertising that the party is happening, or on the tail end, when the 

pictures of the kids in perhaps a compromising situation are posted; those 

pictures are out there forever. 

• Some of these issues will be discussed and addressed at Thursday’s parent 

information session. 

 

7. Reports on Meeting Attended    Trustee – K. Holmes Degen 

        Appreciation – G. Banyard 

   

 

• Karen and Bev attended Jerry Chadwick’s trustee meeting.  Karen has a copy of the 

meeting minutes if anyone would like them. 

-The first forum is at Mowat on March 22nd.  Information will be sent out via email. 

-There hasn’t been a member of Parent Involvement Advisory Committee (PIAC) 

from Ward 22 for a while.  There are a couple of people who might be interested 

who were at the Trustee meeting, but if anyone is interested in joining please let us 

know. 

-Karen and Bev brought up the issue of textbooks and the purchase of them  

-Jerry is hoping to have once a semester or once a term a ward forum where he 

invites the community to come forward with their issues for discussion. 

 

• Unfortunately Glen didn’t make it to the Appreciation event.  Josette went.  There 

were speakers from the TDSB (incl Dr. Spence) leadership talking about their vision.  

PIAC did a presentation on what their role is.  We will try to get Chris Spence’s 

Powerpoint presentation to make it available to everyone. 

• The wards that have a PIAC rep generally get more focus than ones that don’t as 

their voices are at the meetings to be heard; this is one reason  why having a ward 

22 representative is important 

 

8. Treasurer’s Report – council money for teacher requests  K. Holmes Degen 

 

• We had $1000 from our “Mad About Mowat” project budget.  We have spent about 

$700.  The last $300 we are going to use to produce more “Mad About Mowat” 

booklets to prepare for the fall. 

-“Mad About Mowat” is available on the website if you are interested. 

• There are 6 requests for money from the teachers: 



o #1:  providing snacks for the weekly girls’ group who meet and discuss issues 

in addition to providing for students who come to school with no 

breakfast/lunch.  It addresses 10% of the female student population (about 

60 girls).  Funding request of $500.  We are also trying to get a boys’ club 

going. 

o #2:  making technology more available at the school:  adding WiFi in zones in 

the school, want to make the library a WiFi zone in the school.  There is a 

policy not permitting non-TDSB equipment on the internet; we are looking 

into that.  The total cost of this is $850.  It’s a way also to get another 

computer lab for use here.  Not many kids currently bring their laptops to 

school, but in the future it will become more prevalent.    It addresses all 

students signed up for TDSB Internet usage, which are the majority of the 

1172 students currently enrolled. 

o #3: math department students participate in a lot of University of Waterloo 

math contests.  There are contests for each grade (9 = Pascal, 10=Cayley, 11 

= Fermat & 12 = Euclid).  There are additional contest opportunities that they 

are looking to expand to include.  Looking for assistance in funding 

participation.  $300, affecting 90 students. 

o #4: Modern Languages wants a projector and laptop for use in the classroom.  

$500, affecting 550 language students enrolled in Spanish and French.  There 

are a number of projectors that will connect to laptops in the school, but 

they are heavily used. 

o #5:  SASSY (Gay Straight Alliance) is asking for funds to help subsidize the cost 

of track pants and to help defray some of the costs for the upcoming musical 

Billy Elliot ($36 per person for tickets) to make it more affordable to 

students.  Asking for $500, affecting 30 students. 

o #6:  Science department looking to get compressed gases for use in 

laboratory experiments and demonstrations.  Gases will be used to provide 

more interesting lab work.  The intent is to equip the department with 

mounting brackets also to enable them to use compressed gases again within 

Science.  $1000 affecting 100% of the student population. 

• Nikki Cule volunteered to cover the $300 for the Math Department (#3). 

• Glen Banyard will cover the $500 for the Guidance Department (#1). 

• Parent Council agreed to give $500 to the science department (#6) so that they can 

get at least some of the equipment they need and $500 to the moderns department 

(#4). 

• If you see that a request that you would like to support has not been fully 

supported, you are welcome to send your own donation to support the request.  

Parents are encouraged to make a donation to Mowat via TDSB specifying Mowat 

(they will get a tax receipt).   

• Clubs are permitted to fundraise for their own club activities if necessary. 



• The next communication subcommittee meeting will be discussing the possibility 

and necessity of implementing a breakfast program and other communication issues 

 

9. Principal’s Report      T. Lazarou 

 

• Important Dates:  

o OSSLT Test:  March 31st – 1pm Staff Meeting and Professional Development 

o Tech Expo – April 11th – 15th  

o Grade 11/12 mark submission for universities and colleges April 18th  

•  Youth in Control Initiative: 

o  Students supporting Students Initiative: 

� Toronto Public Health will trail our grades’ 11 and 12 on March 2nd) 

� Grade 12 Senior Drama in the Community class will perform skits to 

support the growing pains of entering high school, i.e. workload of 

school, social/emotional stresses, anxiety, etc. 

� Senior students will go into grades’ 9 and 10 classes to present 

material and engage in conversations March 3rd and 4th. 

� Our trained students will visit our feeder schools and engage in the 

same type of activities (tentative dates are April 6th and 7th) 

o  Parents supporting Parents Initiative: 

� The date of the Community Forum is March 3rd from 6:30pm to 9pm 

� The partners for the evening in setting up booths are: 

• CAMH (Centre for Addiction and Mental Health) 

• Public Health 

• Youth Substance Abuse Program 

• Youth Employment 

• West Hill Community Health Services 

• East Metro Youth Services 

• Scarborough Boys and Girls Club 

• Social Work and Attendance 

• School Council 

� The Community Forum Agenda: 

• 6:30 – 7:00 pm: Agency booths in Mowat’s front hallway 

• 7:00 – 8:00 pm:  Auditorium for speakers: 

o Doug Patterson: former principal of Borden BTI – 

overview (facilitator) 

o Lew Golding (CAMH):  covering substance use, mental 

health, adolescent high risk behaviours 

o 43 Division Police:  community responsibility/liability 

o Candy Dandy:  vice-chair/trustee, Chair of TDSB 

Children’s Mental Health Committee – covering 

initiatives in Board 

• 8:00 – 8:30 pm:  break – booths and refreshments 



• 8:30 – 9:00 pm:  Question & Answer period with panel of 

speakers 

• EQAO 2011 

o The Literacy Committee has identified all students who will be writing the 

test and are in the process of preparing material for students (309 first-time 

eligible, 51 previously eligible students) 

o The length of the test is 2 75-minute block with a break.  The test is 

scheduled the morning of March 31st and students will then be dismissed as 

teachers will have a professional development afternoon. 

o After-school tutorials for EQAO preparation are planned from 3:15 – 4:15 pm 

in room 101: 

� Tuesday March 8th:  Reading Review – informational texts/grammar 

� Wednesday March 9th:  Writing – short answers/grammar 

� Thursday March 10th:  Reading – graphic texts/grammar 

� Tuesday March 22nd:  Reading review – narrative texts/grammar 

� Wednesday March 23rd:  Writing review – news reports/grammar 

� Thursday March 24th:  Writing review – news reports/grammar 

� Monday March 28th:  Writing review – series of paragraphs 

supporting an opinion 

� Tuesday March 29th:  Writing review – series of paragraphs 

supporting an opinion 

� Wednesday March 30th:  Open review reading review 

o Parents and students are strongly encouraged to check out www.eqao.com 

for sample test booklets, past tests and sample answers.  This is an excellent 

resource to assist parents and students in preparing for the test.  Remember: 

students must pass the EQAO Literacy test (or a grade 12 open level course 

which covers the material) in order to graduate. 

• Facility Update: 

o LEEP grant of $40,000 approved for painting – 3rd floor and 1st floor hallways 

and lockers will be addressed 

o Cafeteria floor tiles to be completed over March Break 

o The board has done a full facility audit to determine what other 

upgrades/fixes are necessary.  We are awaiting the report.  The leaky library 

roof has been patched but not replaced.  Since the school was built in 1970, 2 

roofs have been replaced and 5 have been patched as needed but not 

replaced. 

• Mr. Lazarou provided a copy of the School Evacuation Plan to Karen.  She will review 

on our behalf. 

• We have a scent free policy and there have been incidents of staff and students 

coming to the office having difficulty breathing.  Parents and students are reminded 

that the wearing of perfumes, colognes, body sprays and other scented products are 

prohibited at Mowat. 

 

10. Correspondence      K. Holmes Degen 



• Letter re Superintendent retiring.  As of February 22nd new Superintendent is Mr. 

Uton Robinson.  There is some restructuring taking place at the senior level. 

• Board has developed a new policy called Growing Success.  Mr. Tebbins sits on the 

committee. 

• Received a guidebook “Building Parent Engagement”.  Karen to review and report 

back. 

 

11. New Business     

 

• Ski Club was supposed to end last night but Dagmar requested the deferral of one 

week due to expected weather conditions; last one will be next week instead.  Ski 

trip to Barrie had 2 busloads and was very positive.  No one has been hurt in the Ski 

Club this year.  There was one minor injury in Barrie (a sprain). 

 

 

Are you interested in keeping up to date on what’s happening at Mowat?  Follow the link 

http://www.mowat.ca/, select the ‘What’s happening’ tab, then select ‘This week at Mowat’ to 

view the Weekly Mowat Bulletin. 

 

MEETING DATES 2010 – 2011 

 

Tuesday April 19, 2011 

Tuesday May 24, 2011 

All meetings are held in the Resource Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 


