
MINUTES 

 

School Council Meeting – Sir Oliver Mowat 

Tuesday January 18, 2011 

 

Attendance:  Tom Lazarou (principal). Tamara Grealis-Ellam (out-going vice-principal), Linda 

Lake (incoming vice-principal), Karen Gilmour (guidance), Bev Myatt, Karen Holmes Degen, 

Lois MacInnis, Janet Yoshida, Zephine Wailoo, Nikki Cule, Livio Cule, Mardi Adams, 

Mohammad Iqbal Kahn, Charlotte Apperley, Richard Wontorra, Tina Walker, Glen Banyard, 

Andrea Boniface, Barb Butler 

Regrets: 

Donna McCarthy 

 

1. Introductions      B. Myatt and K. Holmes Degen 

• Tamara will be leaving as Vice Principal at Mowat to become principal at George 

Vanier;Tom introduced Linda Lake (formerly at Maplewood) as the new Vice 

Principal. 

2. Approval of Agenda – approved with 2 changes B. Myatt and K. Holmes Degen 

• Council Money for Teacher Requests deferred to next meeting to give teachers 

time to submit requests 

• Add Ski Club under New Business  

3. Approval of Minutes – approved   B. Myatt and K. Holmes Degen 

• Apologies to Kabbyo whose name was mis-spelled in the previous minutes. 

 

4. Student Report – Mowat Music Council  Heather Midgette / Erin Kennedy  

       / Katie Awad   

 

• Co-Captains of the Mowat Music Council; Mowat music council helps organize 

and plan events for the music department; sell tickets, serve refreshments, 

coordinate fundraising events (such as poinsettias and chocolate bar sales) 

• Mowat’s Drama/Dance and Music Departments are pleased to present our 

production of the hit Broadway show Urinetown.  It’s a comedy with a social 

conscience that runs January 20th – 22nd in the auditorium. 

• The spring trip to New York City has been finalized.  Information packets have 

been given out to interested students.  The dates are Wednesday April 27th to 



Sunday May 1st.  The cost is $580.  There will be a parent information meeting 

about the trip coming up very soon.  Highlights include a Broadway show, a 

performance of Carmina Burana at the Lincoln Center and attending former 

Mowat music student Clara Lee’s graduate recital at the Juilliard School of Music. 

• Their next fundraising opportunity will be starting on Monday January 24th.  They 

will be selling boxes of Nestle’s chocolates.  Each box contains a mixture of 

Smarties, Aero, Kit Kat and Coffee Crisp bars.  These extra-large bars sell for $3 

each with 50% of the cost going towards the seller’s fundraising account. 

• The Concert Band, the Concert Choir and the String Orchestra are getting ready 

for Music Alive 2011, a music festival held in York Region affiliated with 

MusicFest Canada.  The Jazz Choir will participate in the Ontario Vocal Festival.  

Dates and times will be made available once we know them. 

• Mowat Music Council will be hosting a Battle of the Bands competition in 

February.  Any budding rock stars should be listening for announcements.  

Auditions will be happening soon. 

• The Jazz Choir will be spending a weekend at the Sheridan Outdoor Education 

Centre the first week of February.  They will be working with a professional 

singer and vocal coach. 

• A reminder that participation in a performing ensemble is an integral part of all 

music courses.  Students are expected to attend their weekly rehearsal. 

 

 

5. Community events     Z. Wailoo 

 

• Summer job applications are due around the end of February.   

• Winterfest January 29th.  All ages are welcome.  They are trying to get Vicky 

Sunohara to attend (women’s Olympic hockey team).  Students are needed as 

volunteers and can earn community service hours.  Please see the office for more 

info.  

• Saturday April 30th is Earth day 

• Councillor’s Waterfront festival June 11th – need volunteers; contact the community 

centre 

• Minor incidents over the last few weeks (foul language on the washroom walls), but 

generally the students have been well behaved.  

• Doors on the school side are kept locked so students are reminded to use the front 

doors. 

 

 

6. Social Worker Presentation     Anastasia Rooza 

• Anastasia was invited because the communication subcommittee has been 

looking at the achievement task force report about gaps in education for some 

specific student groups.  As most of the issues in the report are not issues at 



Mowat, the subcommittee wanted to hear about some of the issues in our own 

community affecting student success.   We asked Anastasia to speak to us about 

the specific issues that she deals with in this area and to make suggestions about 

what can we do to facilitate better student success.   

• She has noticed issues around drug and alcohol use, mental health, and cyber 

communication.   

• Drug and alcohol use is starting younger than in the past.   Marijuana use, 

ecstasy and other drugs are problematic.  There is an increase in sexual activity 

with the drug use 

• Cyber communication:  kids are saying things online or presenting images of 

themselves online which they are regretting later; information is more easily 

circulated and accessed online 

• Joseph Howe representatives were also present at the discussion as the school is 

Mowat’s largest feeder school, and the transition of grade 8 to 9 is important to 

them.  They are concerned about the number of students who appeared to be  

doing well at Howe who then come to Mowat and make poor choices.   

• There is a perception that it’s a rite of passage for younger kids to do things that 

are beyond their maturity level.  Sometimes older siblings are taking younger 

ones to the parties or otherwise supporting the kids in doing things which aren’t 

in their best interest. 

• At Mowat, there is a girls’ group starting Wednesdays at lunch to provide 

positive role models and experiences for young girls; the hope is for a boys’ 

group will be starting soon.  One idea is to take kids to meet people who made 

poor choices (like someone permanently injured because of accident, or 

someone with AIDS due to drug use). The group will also involve discussion, 

crafts, etc.  Students are being referred to the group if they are at risk or are felt 

to get a benefit from it, but it’s open to anyone who wants to come.  There are 

currently almost 20 girls in the girls’ group, but normally only around 10 attend 

at a given meeting. 

• It is recognized that having regular contact with a “healthy” adult (if not a 

parent, then other relative, guidance councillor or teacher) will help kids learn to 

make good choices 

• As a parent council we want to understand what we can do to support the 

school and community in dealing with some of the issues that are arising so that 

no child is left behind.  We also want to be able to support parents who might be 

struggling with these issues. 

• Could we use the peer mentorship program to pair them up with some of the 

kids who need more attention?   



• These problems are not exclusive to this community, but some feel that it is 

more evident in this community (there is higher disposable income in our 

community compared with some other neighbouring communities which 

provides the means for doing some of what is happening). 

• The community officer will be invited to the March 1st meeting.  

• The community centre has tried to do things over the past few years to engage 

kids, and they are more than happy to provide help in dealing with these issues.  

Perhaps the community meeting should be held at the community centre 

because it is a community issue, not just a high school issue 

• Parents are encouraged that when your kids are sharing concerns about their 

friends, encourage them to talk to guidance and to tell their friends they should 

be talking to guidance.  Students should be assured that it is confidential. 

• We are helping more students than ever with snacks, food, having not eaten in 

days, not having slept, being kicked out of home.  One suggestion was that we 

look at starting a Breakfast Club.  This would entail support from parents who 

are home in the morning to help provide food to students.  We could look for 

donations of food from the community and from local business.  Another 

suggestion would be to use financial donations to buy “tickets” to be used at 

local establishments for breakfast.   

• It was decided that there would be a communications sub-committee meeting 

between the March 1 and April 19th Mowat Council Meetings to discuss these 

issues and our response after the input from the officer. 

 

7. Community Officer Presentation    

 

• Due to the funeral for Sgt Russell the presentation by the Community Officer was 

postponed. 

  

8. Treasurer’s Report – council money for teacher requests  L. MacInnis /  

B. Myatt /  

K. Holmes Degen 

 

• Teacher requests has been postponed to next meeting to give more time for 

submissions 

• Submissions were received after the Council meeting, but are reported in the 

minutes for parents to review prior to the next meeting.  So far we have submissions 



from Modern Languages for $500 to be used towards funding a projector, laptops 

and computers for student use/presentations; the Math Department for $300 to 

help fund student participation in math contests; SASSY (Gay-Straight Alliance 

student group) for $500 to subsidize the cost of their track pants as well as to 

subsidize the cost of student tickets to Billy Elliot; the Science department for $1,000 

to purchase compressed gases for use in laboratory experiments and demonstrations; and 

Guidance for $500 for snacks and supplies for the Girls Group discussed under item 6 in the 

minutes. 

 

• Parents should come to the next meeting prepared to discuss and vote on the allocation of 

the council funds. 

 

 

9. Principal’s Report       T. Lazarou 

 

• Tom has the directional signs for the driveway. He is just waiting to find out how 

much it will cost to get them installed. 

• Our school Superintendent, Al Wolch, has submitted his retirement and will stay 

until March Break.  There will likely be an interim superintendent until the next 

school year. 

• Important dates: 

o Semester/Term evaluation period:  January 28th (afternoon) & 31st (full day) 

o TDSB board-wide Professional Development Day: February 18th 

o Family Day holiday:  February 21st 

o Report cards handed out in home form class:  February 15th 

o Parent Teacher Interviews:  February 24th 

• Staffing Update: 

o One position of responsibility:  ACL Library/Careers 

• Projected Enrolment 2011-2012: 

o 1160 students.  There may be a slight drop by March when senior students 

make decisions to go elsewhere. 

• New Course 2011-2012: 

o English program – grade 11 open level “Sports in Literature” 

• Student Activity Fees and Course Cost Fees: 

o Mr. Lazarou handed out a copy of Operational Procedure PR579 which 

outlines the guidelines for the administration of student activity fees and 

course cost fees (for example, spirit events or French workbooks) 

o A copy of the procedure can be found at the Toronto District School Board 

website (www.tdsb.on.ca).  Just type “PR579” into the search box at the top 

right corner of the web page. 

 



10. Correspondence     B. Myatt and K. Holmes Degen 

• There was a survey from People for Education that Bev is going to complete on our 

behalf and bring her responses back to the communication subcommittee so we 

know what she said 

• There is an invitation for a school council appreciation evening, Thursday February 

10th at the board office if anyone is interested in attending 

 

11. New Business     

 

• Mardi Adams – ski club:  there is a 56-seat bus and we have 54 kids.  Two good 

nights so far.  Thanks to the teachers who have come out to help.  There is a wait list 

of kids who want to participate.   

 

Are you interested in keeping up to date on what’s happening at Mowat?  Follow the link 

http://www.mowat.ca/, select the ‘What’s happening’ tab, then select ‘This week at Mowat’ to 

view the Weekly Mowat Bulletin. 

 

MEETING DATES 2010 – 2011 

 

Tuesday March 1, 2011 

Tuesday April 19, 2011 

Tuesday May 24, 2011 

All meetings are held in the Resource Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 


