
MINUTES

School Council Meeting – Sir Oliver Mowat
Tuesday April 17, 2012

Attendance: Bev Myatt, Nikki Cule, Janet Yoshida, Richard Wontorra, Mardi Adams, Charlotte
Apperley, Lois MacInnis, Tom Lazarou, Mamatha V., Ev Craston, Allen Elias, Frank Moir

1. Introductions B. Myatt

2. Approval of Agenda – approved B. Myatt

3. Approval of Minutes B. Myatt

 Typo under treasurer’s report “spent” instead of “spend”

4. Student Report Kim Carlton & Max Ullrich & Amy Stephenson
 MECO:  Mowat Environmental Council
 Certifies Mowat as an eco-school
 Runs the recycling program
 Encourages ecological literacy
 Creates energy reduction plans
 April 11 & 12 went to a tree-planting excursion.  Planted over 200 trees
 Runs fundraising for solar panels, such as milk shakes through earth week and Mother’s

Day plants.  Hoping to install panels in courtyard
 This week coming up is earth week.  Monday is an assembly. Tuesday is beach clean-up

in the afternoon (early dismissal day).  Wednesday is “Garbage Men” to encourage
recycling.  Thursday is fundraising BBQ.  Friday is ride your bike to school day.

 Costa Rica in 2013 for an ecological conference.  Key speaker is Al Gore.  At the end of
April 2013.

 MECO & David Suzuki Foundation:  we are one of 12 groups who participated in Camp
Suzuki program.  Over 250 applicants, and we were chosen.  A program to encourage
people to experience the Rouge National Park.  Organized Rouge tree planting.
Scavenger Hunt coming up

 If you are interested in attending MECO, listen for announcements.  Anyone is welcome
to join.

5. Community Events Z. Wailoo
 Zephine sent her regrets, youth concert June 1st-free; details to follow
 Joining us were Allen Elias and Frank Moir from Highland Creek Sewage Treatment

Plant Committee
 Neighbourhood liaison committee: to help us understand what is happening at the

plant.



 On October 3rd 2011 there was a meeting at the Lawson Road Legion where Toronto
water made a presentation.

 The committee was set up in the late 90’s to help the neighbourhood and the staff
share information and issues

 Meetings are held every 6 months (Monday April 23rd is next one); anyone is welcome
 A significant change is going to occur at the plant that will impact the neighbourhood.
 The plant was built in the 1950’s: liquids treatment and solids treatment.  The railway

runs through the middle.
 The plant has grown significantly: in the 1970’s they put in 2 incinerators.  Clean liquid

goes into the lake and the leftover sludge is treated and then put into incinerators to
burn it off.

 In 2002 an appraisal of the city was done to look at all bio-solids treatment across the
city

 The draft master plan proposed different solutions for all plants.  The Highland
preferred option was to replace the current incinerators with newer technology and
put in new scrubbing equipment.

 The proposal went to the works committee where it was not approved and they
requested a peer review (independent experts from across North America).  That peer
review took 4 years.

 Then the original study needed to be re-done because so much had changed.
 There was a concern that they said the community was in favour of the solution, but

they wanted an independent opinion poll. The report showed that the opinions were
very different across the city (between the areas that had plants).  Highland Creek
showed that most people were relatively happy with the process as it was being done.

 The final report was put out saying exactly what it said for 2002 regarding Highland
Creek.  City council approved 3 of the 4 plants but didn’t approve Highland creek.  They
wanted to look at new options for removal by rail or truck.

 In 2010 the city staff re-recommended the same.  Council had a tie vote, so it didn’t
pass.

 In 2011 there was a new city council. More information was presented to the works
committee regarding Highland Creek and they approved what was originally proposed
(new incinerators).  Council voted it down again.

 The meeting at the legion was well attended.  Most attendees supported the original
recommendation.

 The plan was to reissue the report and we would have 30 days to register any concerns
we have (to the city and to the ministry of the environment).  The report was supposed
to be reissued by the end of the year.

 The city council supports trucking it off-site, although there is a high volume and we
don’t know where it would go (there isn’t capacity at Green Lane in London). Whereas
Ashbridge’s Bay is close to the Gardiner for easy truck access, our access to the 401
would be 7km, through local streets. It would pass through residential neighbourhoods
and past several schools.  There would be 5-7 trucks per day.



 At the council meeting Councillor Moeser asked whether it’s possible to properly seal
the trucks closed to keep odors out.  It isn’t possible because of technical limitations,
meaning there will be a horrible smell.

 The capital costs for trucking vs incineration are about the same, but the annual costs
are cheaper for incineration. The trucking option capital cost doesn’t include treating
the materials before trucking.

 CCRA has been supportive of our community position.  They have an online petition
and a website associated with this.

 The incinerators did fail the federal environmental emission tests in 2007/2008.
Upgrades are being done to the incinerators to help them last another 5-10 years.

 Once the report has been issued and we have 30 days’ to respond, there will be a
notice on the CCRA website.  If you go to www.ccranews.ca you can find out more
information on how to get involved. You can also sign a petition online or at the school.

6. Treasurer’s Report L. MacInnis
 The money we agreed upon last month has been disbursed, $700 to Library and

$300 to SASSY.
 $233 left in the budget after paying for student gift cards, council expenses for

parent-teacher events, and insurance
 Mardi noted that gift cards for Mr. Bean’s are available.  These may be a good

option to thank student speakers at Council meeting.
 The year-end social after the last meeting will just be held in the library instead of

the Black Dog to reduce costs and encourage people to stay and socialize.

7. Communications Sub-Committee J. Yoshida
 We have been thinking about how to help the grade 10 and 11 students; how to

facilitate the grade 10 to 11 transition
 On the Ryerson website there is an “Exam and Assignment Readiness” program for

high school students; it is a 6-hour workshop intended for students and parents
 We thought this might be something we could request as part of our Parent

Reaching Out grant.  Six hours is a little long so we will be looking into doing a
condensed version; maybe two hours

 It will be open to all grades and to feeder schools.
 We would look into doing it at the beginning of the school year. Following up in

January with the same guidance presentation that was done in January this year.
 Janet is connecting with Ryerson to discuss them presenting this at our school; they

are receptive to this idea
 The subcommittee is also interested in finding out how we can get more parents’

emails



8. Curriculum Report Caitlin Richardson & Joanne Watson
 EQAO:  last year in grade 9 applied 47% up from 35% passed
 Academic is 85-88%
 This year they changed the EQAO booklets.  Now the booklets are 60 minutes’ long

instead of 50 minutes so they will be done in class: May 31st /June 1st and June 6th /
June 7th are the class dates when the booklets will be done.  It is worth 10% of the
final grade 9 mark.

 There will be preparation material in class.  Previous tests are available on the
website

 Most of our classes are at 85-90% pass rate.  Those that are not are due primarily
due to poor attendance and poor homework completion.

 There is a room with extra help available; room 106, at lunch.  No appointment is
necessary.

 Final exams are June 13th – 25th.  All math courses have exams.  By the beginning of
June we will begin review.

 We purchased a Smartboard for one of the math classrooms.  It has been a great
help. Some staff members have attended workshops to learn how to use the
software.

 With the new library computers, all the math classrooms now have at least one
computer in them.

 All grade 9 and 10 math classes were able to sign up online for online math help.
Students can log on in the evenings 5:30 – 9pm Sunday to Thursday and chat with a
certified math tutor.  Homeworkhelp.com – they create their own account using
their OEN number.

 We are increasing the use of more software in the classroom such as Excel. We are
using the stats Canada website for data.

 The University of Waterloo math contests:  in November we had 28 students write
– 5 of them were awarded honours. In February we had 46 students write contests
and we had 6 students receive awards of distinction.  In April we had 8 grade 12
students write the difficult Euclid contest.  We don’t have the results yet.

 The board is changing the way we do technology across the system.  We do
computer refreshes occasionally in the past.  Going forward, in order to be less
expensive and hard to manage, they will hand out 30 laptops at a time.  Each
principal has been asked to submit a proposal to get the 30 laptops.  Our proposal
has gone in to support our grade 9 applied math strategy. We are awaiting further
information.



9. Principal’s Report T. Lazarou
A. Important Dates:

o Grade 11/12 mark submissions: Universities - April 25, Colleges – April 24
o Report cards are going home April 20th

o Music Trip – Chicago – April 25-29
o Formal – May 18th – Spirale Banquet Hall
o Spring Music Concert – May 8 & 9
o The June exam schedule will be discussed at the next leadership meeting so it

should be available in mid-May. Parent council expressed a concern that many
grade 12 exams for sciences and maths are scheduled around the same time.
Mr. Lazarou will speak with the exam committee and the vice principals.

B. Staffing 2012-2013:
o Total staff allocation is 68 teachers; most years we are around 70 teachers
o 5.5 Teacher surplus to the school: in past years we had maternity leaves and

part-time staffers who are now returning full-time.  We staff by seniority and
qualifications.

o 1 staff who will be on a Leave of Absence
o 7 staff asking for a transfer to another quadrant area
o We do have educational assistants here.  Mr. Lazarou is trying to get a handle

with the staffing officer on what the educational assistant situation will be. He
will advise us in May of what the final outcome will be. It may impact our
autism program.

C. Curriculum Programs:
o We are currently working with students in Student Services to program students

of cancelled courses (14 classes out of 408, 129 students)
o Green Industries:  Landscaping Grade 11 & 12 – 3 classes
o Increase in Family Studies, Technology and Cooperative Education

D. Student Timetables:
o Tentative 2012-13 timetables will be issued early May for verification
o There is the option in the fall to make changes

E. Spring 2012 Community Clean-up Event:
o Kick off assembly April 23rd

10. Correspondence B. Myatt

 Brochure HOPE:  support network for parents facing issues with their kids acting
out.  Offers support for dealing with skipping school, drug and alcohol abuse,
verbal/physical abuse, and more.  HOPE = Helping Other Parents Everywhere.  Go to
www.HelpingOtherParentsEverywhere.com for more information



11. New Business B. Myatt

 Charlotte indicated that she attended the mental health seminar earlier this month and
found it very good.  Mr. MacNeil had indicated at the time that there should be a
follow-up with staff to ensure that they can spot the indications of issues and to get
their feedback.

 Facebook app: 3 of our grade 11 computer science students created an app to track
what the school schedule is such as “DEAR day” or “late start”.  The next step will be to
have the school year calendar and the day of the week schedule. It works for the
Blackberry: download at scorpiomediateam.com/mowat. It will be coming next year
for iPhone and Android platforms.

Are you interested in keeping up to date on what’s happening at Mowat?  Follow the link
http://www.mowat.ca/, select the ‘What’s happening’ tab, then select ‘This week at Mowat’ to
view the Weekly Mowat Bulletin. To contact the Mowat parent council, email us at
mowat.council@gmail.com.

MEETING DATES 2011 – 2012

Tuesday May 22, 2012

All meetings are held in the Resource Centre at 7:00 p.m.


